
  

New concerns based on newly supplied information (public nuisance): 

• External events are not permitted on consecutive weekends, but may be on consecutive days, 

according to the wording. This seems be too loosely written and needs amendment for clarity 

• The music boundary encompasses a significant hill and a public footpath. Playing music from an 

elevated position will cause extra carry to the sound and needs to be considered carefully in the 

noise management plan. There is no information as to the impact on the public footpath. 

• There is no mention of noise monitoring during events - this may be part of the noise 

management plan but residents are not getting the chance to comment on it during this 

licensing process. Will we get this chance at any stage? 

  

 



2 July 2021 
 

As local residents my wife and I are extremely concerned about the application for a license to play 

amplified music for 24 hours. 

Sound travels a long way especially given the position of the House in the local landscape and this could 

seriously destroy the peace of the local area and be detrimental to both residents and wildlife in an area 

of outstanding natural beauty.  

 

9 August 2021 
 

I am writing again following my letter of 2nd July after the changes to this application. My wife 

and I remain seriously concerned at the level of noise and general local disturbance that could 

potentially arise from this development as previously mentioned 
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26 July 2021 

 

Dorset Council Licensing Team B 

 

Reference:  New Grant Premises Licence for: 

         PARNHAM HOUSE, BEAMINSTER 

 

Dear Sir 

 

I bring your attention to the application of the new grant premises licence for the above 

Estate.   

I am strongly opposed to the application on all aspects of this grant with reference to the 

live music, dance, film (and anything similar)! The time periods set Monday to Sunday 00.00 

to 24.00, late night refreshments Monday to Sunday 23.00 to 05.00. 

I am strongly opposed to the noise aspect that would be created for a 24/7 licence to be 

granted. 

The village/town of Beaminster is far too small with a central narrow road which at times 

now is almost impassable due to the volume of traffic as it stands at this point in time.  The 

increase of traffic, noise and pollution created by such a venue would be detrimental and 

destructive to the town and surrounding areas. 

It has been proved in the past in other places that this would draw in unsociable, rowdy and 

undesirable persons that would be detrimental to the tranquillity of Beaminster. 

I bring your attention to the fact that it is an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (and 

tranquillity). The concept of this Estates application would be in contrary to the AONB. 

I fear that if granted the area would become another ‘Glastonbury’ on a 365 day a year 

venue in a very short period of time.  

I urge you to seriously consider this decision as I am totally opposed to its concept. 

 

Yours sincerely 
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Dear Sirs, 

  

We recently moved to Netherbury for the peace and quiet that the village offers, and are very disturbed 

to hear about the entertainment license application from Parnham House, and the possibility of levels of 

noise and traffic disruption that their proposals would bring. 

Whilst we have no objection to Parnham’s  use as a hotel and restaurant, the prospect of large events 

being held there, with music going on every day into the small hours, fills us with horror. We feel that 

there must be reasonable limits exerted to prevent this, and hope that you will take the wishes of 

residents of Netherbury into account, and refuse this application. 

  

Kind regards, 

  

 

aileen.powell
Typewriter
Representation 84



           
           

           

           

           

 

 
The Licensing Team B, 

Dorset Council, 

South Walks House, 

South Walks Road, 

Dorchester, 

DT1 1UZ. 

 
           24th  July 2021. 
 
Dear Sir, Madam, 
 

Premise licence application Parnham House, Beaminster, DT8 3LZ. 

 
  The above property is flanked and surrounded by narrow roads, the majority unclassified and 

only single lane which pass through small towns, viilages and hamlets.  Many of these roads convey a large 

number of vehicles and are sometimes affected by jams and slow movement of traffic including those around the 

above estate and Beaminster.  The addition of more vehicles of those attending entertainment would be a great 

strain on the roads and infrastructure.  The performing companies before and after the events will also burden the 

roads and towns, villages with their transport carrying equipment. 
 
  The proposed  events inevitably result in a lot of noise especially those held outside in particular 

music concerts, depending on the size.  Forewarning the surrounding population of future events does not mitigate 

the imposition placed upon them and will be a recurring problem.  From the village where I live, the estate is 

within walking distance as with other villagers and Beaminster residents.  The effect of approval would be to 

impose upon and spoil the inhabitants lives and lead to spells of loud noise.   
 
  Whilst there is a demand for such events and is enjoyed by many, the proposed use of venue is 

unsuitable.  Choosing a site elsewhere with good  roads and other communications will be beneficial and popular 

with those providing entertainment and equally with those people attending these events.  It will also result in 

prestige for being well located and congruent for the area.   
 
  I oppose the application for reasons stated.  Granting a licence will be an affliction on the area 

and one the council may regret.   
 

 
Yours faithfully, 

 
P.s.  I only knew of the application when told and later, on seeing the posts with application notice next to some 

roads around the estate.  Other people who wish to oppose may not be aware until it is too late.   
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The Licencing Team B, 

Doset Council; 

South Walks House, 

South Walks Road, 

Dorchester, 

Dorset, 

DT1 1UZ. 

 

 

           10th  August 2021.   

 

Dear Sir, Madam, 

 

New Grant Premise Licence.  Parnham House, Beaminster. 

 

  In addition to my comments stated in my letter dated 24th ult., the proposal submitted will 

impinge and affect to the detriment of the area, immediate and beyond for those enjoying this rural county.  

One of the main sources of income and employment, directly and indirectly is from tourism and whilst the 

applicant for this licence will benefit, the effect on this aspect as well as business and trade tranversely is 

their loss and those all around.   

 

  Tourism is worth about £1.8 billion to the Dorset economy according to Dorset Council.  

Holidaymakers are drawn to this county because of the countryside, beaches, walking and cycling, along 

lanes and over hill, down dale.  They come for peace and quiet, simplicity and to enjoy the landscape and 

views.  An entertainment and music site proposed is not really suitable for this area and countryside and 

should be redirected to conurbations where it is more suited as can be seen at those entertainment centres 

elsewhere around the country.   

 

  The environment created and maintained by those living, working and by trade will be 

altered and ultimately affecting Dorset as a whole, resulting in another part in the county known as being a 

slightly tacky area.   

 

 

Yours faithfully, 
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2 July 2021 
 

To Whom It May Concern, 

     

Whilst it is to be welcomed that Parnham House is being refurbished, we would like to register 

our objection to the application for a Premises Licence on the basis that it would cause a public 

nuisance with reference to the following parts of that application: 

   

Live music and recorded music outdoors with no time limit   

Entertainment including plays and boxing events being performed outdoors up to 01.00hrs  

Late night refreshments (including alcohol) being served outdoors between 23.00hrs and 

05.00hrs  

Film screenings outdoors with no time limit  

 

 

We live in the adjoining village to Parnham House and we believe that noise pollution will carry 

throughout the village if these activities were to be permitted.  We do not see any reason for 

any late night extensions for outdoor activity. 

   

Regards 

 

9 August 2021 

Parnham House Beaminster 

  

Prevention of public nuisance  

The noise and lights associated with large and frequent public events would be audible and 

visible over a long distance and would have a very serious impact on residents, and children, in 
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the neighbouring town and villages. We have lived in Netherbury for many years and when 

there are late night parties in the area you can clearly hear the ‘thump thump’ of loud music 

and the revellers from far and wide.   

It is worrying that visitor numbers on the scale implied by the licence application will generate 

very heavy demands on the water supply and sewage system. As we have seen recently the 

sewerage system, which is already overloaded, led to the recent dangerous dumping of raw 

sewage into the River Brit, which also flows through the estate. This sewage incident resulted in 

one of the roads out of Nethebury (Drury lane) being shut for a considerable amount of time 

while they completed the work causing much nuisance to the residents.   

Public safety   

As public transport is very limited in this area it would be sensible to surmise that the license, if 

granted, would generate very significant volumes of road traffic, arriving from many directions, 

placing heavy pressure on narrow and twisting local roads which are already under pressure 

from local traffic. Traffic would cause dangerous congestion at the entrance to the estate and 

bring round-the-clock disturbance of noise and lights to Beaminster and the villages close by. 

Certainly, the proposal for late-night activity, with alcohol available into the early hours, offers 

the prospect of public disorder, and of drunk drivers on narrow roads, in a rural location with 

minimal police presence and where farmers frequently work into the early hours. It seems that 

this would be another recipe for disaster.  

Finally, this increase in traffic would be a serious issue for horse riders. The two places where 

one can cross the A3066 on horse back are both death traps. One of these crossings is at 

Parnham (the other coming off South Warren Hill onto the A3066). Cars rarely take any notice 

of the red triangle with a horse rider in it and even with the safest of horses it is terrifying.  

The Parnham area of the A3066 road is already dangerous. To add to an already dangerous 

highway would seem incredibly irresponsible.  

Best wishes 

 



Dear Sir / Madam,  
 
My wife, two children and myself live in n which is situated just over the 
road from the Parnham Estate. Whilst we support the regeneration of Parnham House and would 
therefore totally understand an application for a license for Parnham House itself, unfortunately I 
must object to the above application, as it stands, based upon the following:  
 
1. Prevention of public nuisance 
As the application includes the playing of amplified music from 08.00 to 23.00 every day and from 
08.00 to 01.00 on 10 occasions per annum, a major concern here is of excessive loud noise. 
 
Last year we noted with dismay the large amount of trees and laurels that were cut down along the 
boundary with the A3066. Previous owners of Parnham created a natural barrier in order to 
suppress noise, primarily from the road. Presumably this was done because noise carried to 
Parnham House, and therefore it seems entirely plausible that we could be affected by excessive 
noise coming in the opposite direction. Our concern over the noise is enhanced by the fact that since 
the large scale tree removal, when in the garden we can now hear noise and voices from the 
renovated Dower House – something we had never previously experienced. So it seems a fair 
assumption that we would definitely hear and be negatively affected by any amplified music and 
associated crowd noise from over the road. Apart from the above reasoning, I would also suggest 
that it seems ‘over the top’ and excessive to allow this every day of the year. 
 
2. Prevention of crime and disorder 
The application includes the sale of alcohol on the entire site / estate. Should this not be limited to 
being available in the main House / hotel or a restaurant, as it seems inappropriate and unnecessary 
across the entire estate. Surely the whole estate cannot be overseen or policed and therefore the 
possibility of crime and disorder would be very real and potentially significant. I would also suggest 
that a licence to sell alcohol 24 hours a day is excessive and not appropriate. 
 
3. Public safety 
The application includes the provision of a variety and range of events covering recorded music, live 
music, dance, film, plays, and sporting events. Any one of these events could cause a significant 
increase in traffic and therefore associated safety issues. Locals are fully aware of how events in the 
area such as Buckham Fair and the Melplash Show create congestion etc on the narrow roads which 
are simply not designed to carry very heavy traffic. Obviously we support these annual events as 
they are important to the area and each are only one day a year. However to create traffic chaos on 
a very regular and frequent basis would surely be detrimental and a safety concern for local 
residents and visitors to the area alike. 
Also to be considered are the public footpaths and bridleways that cross through the estate and 
which are enjoyed by so many. How will those that use these footpaths be affected? 
 
4. Protection of children from harm 
As parents of two secondary school children we are very concerned at the new potential risks that 
our children could be exposed to if some of these licence applications are granted. The issues of 
alcohol and drugs, on the doorstep, immediately spring to mind. As a family, our main route when 
walking into Beaminster is via the footpath across the deer park, through the gate and over the 
bridge which crosses the river. Increasingly our children and their friends, regularly use this route. 
Will they still be able to safely use this footpath? The only other route involves walking along a part 
of the A3066 which doesn’t have a pavement and is therefore not an option. 
 
Some of these applications make one wonder whether the owners have plans that are not currently 
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public knowledge and what will be next? In summary, we are in favour of and support the 
renovation of Parnham House and estate but believe it should be done sympathetically and in such a 
way as to create a destination that compliments and fits in with the area, rather than inflicting a type 
of venue that brings with it a number of concerning issues for their neighbours and the local 
community. 
 
Regards,  



Dear Members of the Licensing Committee,  

  

I am writing to object to the granting of an Alcohol License for the premises listed below. 

  

Parnham House, 

Beaminster 

DT8 3LZ 

  

1)  Prevention of Crime and Disorder. 

  

The applicant has applied for a licence which would it seems allow the sale of alcohol 24 hours 

during and after certain events, given this freedom to supply alcohol would in all likelihood 

result in rowdy and noisy behaviour as well as increase the risk of crimes such as assaults, 

damage to property (in and around the site) and theft. 

  

The applicant's description (Note 10) of how he intends to stop crimes such as carrying 

weapons and possession of illegal substances is to place a notice at reception -  hardly a 

deterrent. 

  

Note 26 states that the supply of alcohol for consumption on and off the premises shall be in 

sealed containers, obviously these 'sealed' containers can be opened, which means that visitors 

from outside the immediate area  could take the alcohol off site and drink it in public in 

Beaminster and possibly result in brawls, criminal damage etc. 

  

The applicant could if he was truly intent on preventing crime and disorder would surely be 

willing to  pay for Police presence at the 'controversial' events he proposes, for example this is 

common practise at professional football. 

  

Should this application be granted then it should be with the presence of Police as already 

stated, as well as metal detecting security gates (for detecting knives etc), along with security 

guards with metal detecting wands and sniffer dogs for the detection of illegal substances. 
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The applicant by implication in his application has admitted that the threat of weapons and 

illegal substances is real and the above measures that should be employed are not 

unreasonable. 

  

2) Public Safety 

  

Given the proposed range and size of events being proposed means that many of those 

attending will not live in Beaminster and so have to travel by some means of motorised 

transport.  

  

The only access to the site is the A3066 which is in places a narrow single carriage highway, the 

increase in traffic before and after events would in all likelihood result in the increase in 

accidents especially after an event when drivers may have consumed alcohol. 

  

As noted above the risk of an assault with or without a weapon to the safety of those on site is 

to be countered by a notice. 

  

3) Prevention of Public Nuisance 

  

The possibility of a person buying and consuming too much alcohol is at the discretion of those 

serving, there appears to be no specific definition of  'too much alcohol'; every person's view of 

too much is subjective. 

  

The applicant states if an incident occurs it is to be logged, there appears to be no example of 

sanctions that will be applied to the person or persons in question - such as banning from 

future events. 

  

As mentioned above in paragraph 1), it is feasible that alcohol bought on site could be taken 

out and drunk off site, which if the amount was large could lead to a Public Nuisance at least. 

  

The applicant wishes to stage various events outdoors that require amplification.   

  



Beaminster being surrounded by hills means that noise can reverberate around the area, 

disturbing not only human residents but livestock and pets. 

  

Supervision of the noise level and decision as to whether a nuisance is being created is by a 

member of staff to wander around neighbouring properties. 

What does the applicant mean by neighbouring? Noise can travel quite some distance and be a 

nuisance. 

  

The applicant gives no definitive measure that the member of staff should employ in order to 

decide whether a nuisance is being created. 

  

Such is the nature of sound that somebody standing in one place finds the noise level 

acceptable, the immediate area absorbing the sound but another location possibly even further 

away the noise level would be considered intolerable. 

  

The following is an example I have experienced in Beaminster of how sounds can or cannot be 

heard, I live half a mile away to the east of the Memorial Playing Field in Beaminster, on a 

Saturday when there is a football match being played it is possible to hear the players calling to 

one another. however, if I were to walk into the town centre , which means going downhill, 

very quickly the noise from the playing field is masked by being lower. 

  

Added to the above, one person's hearing is entirely different to another and so whether a 

noise level constitutes a nuisance is subjective.   

  

Thus given the various factors deciding what is a nuisance and what is not should not be left to 

a person in the employ of the applicant who has no objective criteria with which to make a 

decision. 

  

4)  Protection of Children from Harm 

  

The applicant intends to have a Hotel and other means of accommodation on site, which would 

imply that some guests may well have children with them. 



  

In the applicant's Note 9 it states 'The premises shall have a written Children's policy which will 

outline the times and areas of the premises they may use.' 

  

The applicant seems to rely on a written document for the safety of children. How will this 

policy be implemented? 

  

Children implies 16 years or less in age,  common sense tells that there are individuals in this 

age range which will ignore the policy or not even be aware of it, thus possibly putting 

themselves in harms way.   

  

Given the proposed 'freedom' to make alcohol available and children in the 'mix' seems to be a 

recipe for disaster. 

  

When teaching I attended presentations given by the Police on the subject of drug abuse, 

experience showed them the most common drug problem among children is alcohol. 

  

Thus, to have the potential of families staying on the site and alcohol being sold at the 

'controversial' events and the times when alcohol is on sale seems to be asking for trouble. 

  

If the applicant is serious about ensuring that children come to no harm on these occasions, 

then he should stipulate that the accommodation provided on site for visitors should be for 

adults only. 

  

If this is implemented the absence of children will ensure that this concern is properly 

addressed, which I am sure if the Applicant is genuinely concerned that Children should not be 

put in harm's way, would readily agree with. 

  

  

Summing up, the actions and measures that the applicant state will be put in place to avoid or 

alleviate the four areas of concern above, seem woefully inadequate and as such would urge 

that this application be refused. 



Hi,  

  

I'm writing to voice my objection to the premises licence application for Parnham House, 

Beaminster: 

  

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/documents/35024/282813/parnham-house-

redacted.pdf/76e644ad-88de-0db0-cec4-0704293ca370?t=1626358724418 

  

I object to the the application on the following grounds: 

  

• Inappropriate and excessively long licensing hours, with late-night opening that is likely to 

cause a noise disturbance to local residents 

  

The topography of Beaminster and surrounding areas (a bowl, basically) and the location of 

Parnham House mean that any sound travels easily across the entire town. I understand that there 

are stipulations regarding noise within the application but the hours listed are unnecessarily long and 

I find it hard to believe that there will be no noise disturbance issues.  

  

In addition, the proposals for frequent loud, late-night events is inappropriate in an area that is criss-

crossed by public footpaths and loved and well used by walkers and local residents who value its 

tranquility. There is a considerable risk that the proposals will shatter the peace and calm that is one 

of the main attractions of the local area. 

  

Regards, 

  

 

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/documents/35024/282813/parnham-house-redacted.pdf/76e644ad-88de-0db0-cec4-0704293ca370?t=1626358724418
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/documents/35024/282813/parnham-house-redacted.pdf/76e644ad-88de-0db0-cec4-0704293ca370?t=1626358724418
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26 July 2021 
 

We have recently seen the planning notices regarding licensing at Parnham. 
We understood that the house is a private residence in need of a huge amount of restoration following a 
fire and since there is nowhere to have any indoor events how can planning be passed. The estate sits 
next to residential properties in Beaminster and Netherbury and is totally unsuitable to be what would 
be a theme park. 
We would object strongly to any permission given. The noise levels would be unacceptable for a small 
town and would affect most residents. This will also lead to many other issues which would impact on 
the local community. The road systems through the villages and Beaminster are now under considerable 
pressures and ,with events ,would carry the noise levels from traffic late at night and early morning. 
Beaminster is a totally unsuitable place for this type of venue and the impact on local residents could be 
huge 
 

 

 

1 August 2021 
 

Dear Team 

Having seen the revised plans there is nothing there that allays my fears and my representation still 

stands, 
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Dear Sir/Madam 

  

I, 

  

My semi detached cottage is situated in the centre of Parnham ‘Estate’ and as such would be greatly 

affected should you grant this application. 

  

I have seen the Parnham Masterplan ( which totally overlooks the fact that my cottage is owned by me 

and not by Parnham ) and would therefore wish to object to the granting of a licence as stands for the 

following reasons : 

  

  

Prevention of Public Nuisance 

  

My cottage is within 200 yards of the Blue dotted line for  Amplified Music. 

The current application allows for this 24/7 up to 2100hrs and on 10 separate occasions up to 2100. 

This would have serious consequences for anyone living in this cottage as well as being detrimental to 

their mental health. 

I therefore object most strongly to this happening in the Blue dotted area at the times stated. 

  

  

Prevention of Crime and Disorder and Preventing Children from Harm 

  

On and off sales of Alchohol every day  for 24 hours is frankly obscene. 

  

If the pubs are not allowed this without a special licence for each day/event, why would you grant it to a 

venue looking to host, on the looks of it ( 24 hours ) countless events? 

By granting this licence you would be encouraging noise, vandalism, littering, pollution and other 

offences under the 1986 Public Order Act. 

The Airmans Grave would no doubt become subject to acts of vandalism, so on your head be it, if you 

grant this aspect of the licence.  
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I assume you are aware that the estate is home to many footpaths and this licence would enable minors 

to gain access to Parnham with the opportunity of blagging some alcohol, or indeed buying it elsewhere 

enabling them to take advantage of the Park. There are a large amount of horse riders going through 

Parnham Park on the designated Bridlepaths and their safety would be put at risk as well as members of 

the public. 

  

On many occasions we have seen under age drinking in the Park and for this reason I object to this 

aspect of the licence. 

  

  

Public Safety 

  

Having Events means having people. We have only 1 policeman in Beaminster and even if there were a 

dozen, they would not be able to control large numbers of people coming to events. 

Beaminster would become clogged and the road to my house would rapidly become impassable, and I 

would then have to employ a tractor to tow vehicles blocking my access. 

  

I don’t think that this is one of the Licensing objectives and therefore I object to this aspect as it stands . 

  

  

Regards 

  

  

 



Dear Sirs and Madams 

  

I wish to object to the above application, in its current form, on the following grounds 

  

  

Public Nuisance – Excessive Noise 

  

I own a Property, called which is approx 180 yds from Parnham Park and in particular, 

the blue line in which Parnham Estates Ltd, wish to have amplified music. 

  

The Application covers the playing of amplified music from 0800 to 2300 Every day and from 0800 to 

0100 on 10 occasions per annum. 

This application has the potential to seriously distress and affect the mental health of  the occupants of 

May I refer you to the Statement of Licensing Policy 2021 – 2026 Draft Version 14 - Human Rights 

Article 1 of the first protocol that every person is entitled to the peaceful enjoyment of his or her 

possessions 

  

I contend that it is totally unreasonable to permit the playing of Amplified music on every day of the 

year until 11pm and on 10 occasions to 0100am 

  

The opportunity for  excessive noise to interfere  with the well being and mental health of the residents 

of the properties so described has already been massively increased by the cutting down of  perhaps 70 

% of the laurels along the A3066, which had been grown by the previous owner to shield Parnham from 

the road noise and Coombe Down from the noise of Parnham. 

  

  

  

Prevention of Crime and Disorder  

Sale of Alchohol 

  

The on and off sale of Alchohol 24 hours a day, across the whole of the Estate, is utterly ridiculous. 
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Such a facility would encourage noise, vandalism ( the Airmans Grave springs to mind ),littering, 

pollution and offences under the 1986 Public Order Act. 

I am not aware of any pub being able to sell alchohol 24 hours a day, so what is the difference here ? 

  

With the abundance of Footpaths and Bridleways that criss cross Parnham, the granting of such a licence 

is an invitation for any minor to take advantage of the situation, given that it would be impossible for 

Parnham Estate to police the entire area 

  

Regards 

  

 



  Dear Sirs 

  

We are writing to oppose the application for the grant of a premises licence for Parnham House, 

Beaminster, DT8 3LZ. 

  

The application is for recorded music, performance of dance, film, anything similar and retail sale of 

alcohol, Monday - Sunday 0.00-24.00 ; late night refreshment, Monday - Sunday 23.00 - 5.00; and plays, 

indoor sporting events, boxing, wrestling, 10am - 1am Monday - Sunday; and all of this on the edge of a 

country town which closes down each night when the pubs close! 

  

It cannot be right to allow these activities all day and night at Parnham House, including the sale of 

alcohol and the intrusive and disruptive noise of music etc. which will inevitably impact adversely on the 

residents of Beaminster. On a windless day the noise will be heard across the local community. 

  

Sensible time limits must be imposed to protect local residents. 

  

Regards 
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2 July 2021 

 

Comments on Application for premises licence for Parnham House, Beaminster 

 

We are writing to object to the granting of the requested premises licence. This application will 
create a public nuisance and we object on this basis.  

We were alerted to this licence application by our neighbours.  This is a wide-ranging application 

with potential for major impact upon all those living in Beaminster and the surrounding areas.  We 

were therefore surprised that we had not been alerted to the application by more formal 

mechanisms.  We have no way of knowing how many people in the area are currently aware of the 

application. 

 

The application is for Parnham House. Currently, Parnham House does not exist other than as a 

badly damaged shell.  It is therefore not clear what the application relates to, particularly when it 

refers to indoor events.  The application says that more detailed plans are attached for the fixed 

buildings, but we could not find any detailed plans with the application. 

 

The application asks for a licence to cover all types of activities, plus music and alcohol, for up to 

5,000 people, 24 hours per day, 7 days per week, indefinitely.  This is a totally unreasonable request. 

If approved, the licence would give the applicant permission to do whatever he wished on the site. 

 

The site is a residential site and we are not aware of any planning applications that cover a change to 

a business premises.  We are also not aware of any planning applications that cover the creation of 

the infrastructure that is referenced in the application – eg hotel, wagons, cabins, restaurant, shop, 

etc. If the site is to become a business putting on events on a frequent, regular basis, surely there 

should be a planning application that would cover this change of use so that the implications can be 

assessed by all interested organisations and individuals. 

 

The site is in a very peaceful part of the AONB.  It is at the centre of the rural landscape bowl around 

Beaminster – noise travels a long way in this environment.  Any events which create noise and large 

gatherings will affect not only those living close-by, but will affect all who live in the surrounding 

area. 

 

We ask that this application be refused as it will create a public nuisance. 

 

 

Comments on Revised Application for premises licence for Parnham House, Beaminster 

 

We submitted an objection to the granting of the requested premises licence.  We have now been 
advised that there is an update to the operating schedule.  We are writing to confirm that we object 
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to the granting of the requested premises licence, even with the updated operating schedule. This 
application will create a public nuisance and we object on this basis. 

Our original comments on the application are still valid. We would like to add the comments below. 

The ‘Master Plan’ which has been issued shows a significant number of buildings which do not 

currently exist.  Parnham House itself is no more than an uninhabitable shell.  Other buildings on the 

plan do not exist.  Therefore, there are no buildings in which internal events can be held.  So, the 

provision that ‘doors and windows remain shut’ is meaningless because there are no doors or 

windows.  The absence of an indoor venue means that noisy events would take place in marquees 

with no sound moderation at all. 

 

The updates to the operating schedule still permit the sale of alcohol every day, 24 hours per day. 

This will inevitably create a nuisance in a very peaceful part of the AONB. 

 

The updates to the operating schedule would permit large scale outdoor events running to late at 

night on a daily basis.  10 large scale events per year would be permitted to run to 1am.  There is no 

noise moderation associated with these events. 

 

The updates would permit ‘indoor’ events running to late at night on a daily basis.  On 3 days each 

week, events would be permitted to run through to 2am.  Currently, ‘indoor’ does not exist, so these 

events would be held inside marquees or similar accommodation without noise moderation. 

 

This is a major change from a peaceful residential and rural site to a large-scale entertainment 

business.  Where is the planning application for such a change? 

 

We had understood from newspaper reports that the new owner of Parnham had the funds to 

rebuild Parnham. However, it now seems that the rebuilding of Parnham (if it happens at all) is to be 

funded by activities on the site which will be highly disruptive to the surrounding area.  That is not a 

good outcome for the wellbeing of the residents of Beaminster.  Children need to sleep at night; we 

all need to sleep at night.  Residents should be entitled to the peaceful enjoyment of their homes at 

all times of day without disruptive interference.  Visitors should be entitled to peaceful enjoyment of 

the AONB. 

 

We ask that this application be refused as it will create a public nuisance. 



To whom this may concern,  

  

I want to email and express how amazing it is that beaminster will have more to offer for the 

community. Lots of jobs will be allocated, more opportunities for people.  

I’m all for the this gong ahead and hope it dose.  

  

Many thanks  

  

 

aileen.powell
Typewriter
Appendix 6



   We write reference the above application at Parnham House, Beaminster. 

Following the devastating Arson attack on this beautiful grade 1 listed building, any efforts to return it to 

its former glory should be encouraged and applauded. A full premises licence would hopefully enable 

the property and it’s massive renovation costs to be financially viable for the future. The proposed plans, 

of which the license application form an integral part, will create employment and leisure opportunities 

for a great number of local people. 

   Rarely do opportunities of creating wealth and employment and at the same time renovating a historic 

building arise. It is essential that the above application is granted to enable Parnham House to look 

forward to a much brighter future than its present state of ruin. 

   As residents of Netherbury for the last 22 years, and having five children all educated locally we feel 

we know the area. This application is one of the most exciting prospects for the future locally, in what 

has been described as a sleepy/horizontal part of West Dorset. 

WE FULLY SUPPORT THE APPLICATION. 

Yours sincerely. 

 



Dear Sirs 

  

Ref: Fully Support  

  

I would like to offer my full support in granting this application. 

  

Having been to site myself to see the damage caused by the fire, i can see that this is a huge job to 

undertake. 

  

I hope the money raised will help assist with restoring the house and bring the place back to life 

eventually, something we would all like to see. 

  

  



PARNHAM HOUSE

August 2021
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Parnham

PARNHAM HOUSE

• World leading architect Thomas Heatherwick is designing the House

• Restoring important Grade 1 listed house & formal grounds

• Open the house up to a wider spectrum of guests

• Parnham House restoration £35M

• Estate Development £6M

• Up to 60+ staff employed

• All locally sourced produce

• Multiple community events - food fair, art gallery, bonfire night, forest school

• River restoration and protection - reintroduction of river wildlife

• Sustainable approach to construction - locally sourced material, renewable strategies


